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AMUSEMENTS THIS EVENING.

ACADEMY OF MUSIC, Irving place..Ituiav Ofili.Matinee at Two o'Clock.Lucia pi Lammkkboob.

BROADWAY THEATRE, Broadway.-Tu Lira In-
IMAM 1'AUL Par.

WINTER UARDEN, Broadway..Matinee at Two o'Clock.Bum
NEW BOWERY THEATRE, Bowery..BbioAMD Qmx*Blbbsbu Babt.Jack Subm-arb.Hibab Dodub.

WALLACE'S THEATRE, Broadway..(Iamb or Lira.

OLYMPIC THEATRE, Broadway..Tub Stbbbts or Ni«Tobb

BOWKRY THEATRE, Bowenr..Daub Trot.Midniqbt
Watcb.HracTBK Bkidi ukoom. Matlnae at Two o'Clock.

kuLO'S GARDEN, Broadwa/. Lovb.

BARNUM'S MUSEUM. Broadway. .Two Makmotb Fat
Wouh.Livimq Sbblbton.DwAar.Uiabt Hot.Abucbba.
Junr Ykbb.Day aud Evening.
BRYANTS' MIN8TR&L3, Mechanic*' Hall, 473 Broad-

way..Ethionab Soaut, Uamoks, Iivblusuuks, Ac..Lira
IBOM.

WOOD'B MINSTREL HALL, 514 Broadway. Streets or
Nbw Yokk.Tub Plat Bill.Kiuiopian So.nus, Damcim, Ac.

SALLE DIABOI.IQUE, 6fl6 Broadwav..Rorbrt Heli.kr's
Mblaboi or Modkum Mikaolks. Matinee at Two o'Clock.

IRVING HALL, Irving place..Tuko. Tuobas' Sympiionib
Soman.
VAN AMBUROH A CO,'S MAMMOTH MENAGERIE.

886 anil 641 Broadway. Open from Hi A. M. to 10 P. M.

H1PTOTIIEATRON. Fourteenth street.Eqrr.STR!Af»,GYMNASTIC AMD ACROBATIC Km BU I" AlM.rf ENT8 M OTHUIt (ilKMK

AMERICAN THEATRE, No 4(1 Rroadway.-nALi.KTS,
Pahtobibkx, Buuli-miuks. Ac. Hauvb.st IIoxk.

BOQLBY A CAMPBELL'S MINSTRELS. 199 and 201
Bowery Sonoa, Dancks, Buki.k.iuubh, <uc..Black Hiciualk

NEW YORK MUSEUM OK ANATOMY, 618 Broadway..Open from 10 A. M. till 10 P. M

YANNUCHl'S MUSEUM. 600 Brondway.-Movma Wax
Fiauaas.

Mew York, Saturday, February 18, 1805.

THK SITUATION.
All doubt regarding the occupation of Ilranchville,

South Carolina, by General Sherman, is dissipated by the

despatch of one of our Fort Fisher correspondents.
The announcement of its capture, supposed on the 8th

tnrt., after three days of hard lighting, was brought
to Smitbville, N. C.t on the 12th inst., by a courier who,

At great peril, rode across the country with a despatch from
General .Sherman to Admiral Porter. Wilmington papers
Of the 9th inst. and refugees who havo reached Smith-
viHeoonflrm this statement; and Richmond journals of

Wednesday last say their War Departmont has the official
Mtaounoement of the evacuation of Branchville, which
waa consequent upon the occupation of Orangeburg, north

Of It, on the railroad leading to Columbia, by a Urge force
of Sherman's infantry ; bat they do not mention any
fighting in the vicinity. They report, liowe\er, that Kll-

pairtck reached a point within Qfieen miles of Augusta,
Oa., on the 10th instant, and was attacked by Wheeler,
And "driven Ave miles, with considerable lose." On

Tueedmy laat, they stete, there was again a Union column
within a few mile- of Augusta, and, more important
Still, they say that on Wednesday Sherman's ad¬
vance had retched the south bank of the Gongarce,
within a few miles of Columbia, which Is situated on the
north hank of that river, to which aide the rebels had

fallen back. A battle was considered Imminent. A ru¬

mor waa In circulation yesterday, purporting to have
been brought from Richmond to Annapolis by reloased

Union prisoner*, to the eflect that Sherman had been

ebeoked and Beauregard killed. The latter Is possible,
but the former very Improbable.

Additional daring exploit* of the intrepid young
Commander Ouitiing are described In oar Fort
Flatter correspondence. On the 8th Inst., with about
fifteen men, Ue captured the litte town of Sballotte, gar
rmonnd by one hundred rube!*, held it for several hours,
during which he dostroyod large stores of army sup¬
plies, provisions and about eighty bales of cotton, and

escaped without los . On the night of tho 10th bist.

lie made a reconnoissance of Cape Fear river,
actually penetrating up to the wharves of WI1-

mngton, where he remained sufficiently lonK to gain
much valuable information. He discovered the

rebel pirate Chickamauga sunk in the channcl of the

river. Oa the next night, with four boats' crows, he
«Mt up to the rebel Fort Anderson, and managed to get
Clone enough under its walls to hear an officer, supposed
to be auneral Bra^g, haranguing his men on the last

diti h and tho last stroke for Southern independence.
Our James river despatches represent that, with tbn

exception of occasional exchanges between tho batteries

»nd pickets bnfor» Petersburg, the stillne>* in the armies
of the James and the Potomac remains un<!is
.orbed. The number of rebel deserters coming into the
Union linos has Increased unco the failure of the peace
negotiations very considerably. Not only privates, but

many of Lee'a officers, are having him. They say thai

the general feeling of his army is one of hopelossness
that the majority of bis men are convinced that their

Southern confederacy Is a chimera, and would gladly
Uy down their arms if they had the opportunity.

Our New Orleans despatches published in the Huuui
of the 20th ult aono inc d that General Mejia, the Em¬

peror Maiimillaa'i commander at Mataraoros, had

agreed to return to the rebel authorities in

Texas all tho refugees who made their es¬

cape from Jeff Davis' despotism in that State
a-roHS the Rio Ormnde into Mexico. We have now the

wtat <meni from Cairo that General Canby has Informed
0»nnrai Mejia that If he persists in carrying out this ar

vaiigement he may expect retaliation by the taking and

hotdinc of Mexican officers, man for man, for each of

Aha oacapcd T* tarns returned to the rebel offiecra.

Band* of rebel guerillas have for some days past been

prowling through the country In the Immediate virlnlty
0t Naahvilla and Clarksville, Tennesson, plundering the

inhabitant* and carrying off some of them. On Thurs¬

day afternoon about four hundred of these marauders ap¬

peared within six miles of Nashville, and captured
aeroral wood chopi» rs and government etni loyes. Rast

Teoaeisigs Is aald to be at present undisturbed by thorn.

Tho oase of the St Allans ranlers la still undecided by
tho Montreal court. After some argument between the

eppoaing counsel on Thursday, further proceedings wen

adjourned over Uil Monday next.

We have received (Ilea of Nassan papers to the 11th
Inst. The fivardi*a of the 8th informs ua that severnl

.bi irkade running steamnra had returned to port, having
b.n unable to get Into Charleston. Between the 6th and
Abe 11th Inst, the steamer* Secret, Dream, Florence,
Caroline, diameteon, Virginia, Hansa and Owl returned
to Hansen after unsucceesful efforts to ran the blockade.

i Ow ilea of hue rebel newspap»tv contain some

.aery Interesting disclosures regarding the corruption
|bi Jeff. Davis' Cabinet, aad give an Insight Into the

ftflfloa of iU recent dissolution A committee of the

Richmond Congress baa presented Mr. 8*d4oa, tkt
late War Secretary, as guilty of gross swindling,
and the Richmond Journal* make statement* which add
to his guilt Wo hare alao some developments regarding
General Hood's Tennessee campaign. The Selma (Ala.)
Mimttippim aaya that two regiments of bu

army returned to Corinth with eighty-four men

laft oat of thirteen hundred. A rebel naval force
of twelve officer* and one hundred men «u lately cap¬
tured by the Unionists at Smithfield, We of Wight
county, Virginia. The Richmond Eaamintr announces

that the negroes hare caught quit* a military fever in

that city, and that they are already forming organisations
of volunteers for service In the rebel armies.

The transports New York and Leery arrived at An¬

napolis, Md. , yesterday from James .river with over

fifteen hundred national soldlore released from rebel

captivity.
C0H6BEB8.

In the Senate yesterday the credentials of Joseph Se-

gar, Senator eloct from the loyal portion of the Stat* of

Virginia, In place of Mr. Bowden, deceased, wen pre¬
sented. Mr. Sumner moved to refer them to the Judi¬

ciary Committee, and, after a long discussion, the motion
was agreed to. Mr. Sumner offered a Joint resolution,
whioh was adopted, declaring that th* United States can
never In any way recognize any part of the debt of the
rebel Slatsa. The remainder of the session, up to eleven
o'clook at night, was devoted to debate on political ques¬
tions and the Naval Appropriation bill. The latter was

Anally passed, and the Senate adjourned.
In tho Houso of Representatives the Committee on

Elections reported in favor of admitting the representa¬
tives from liouislana and Arkansas to seats, but no action
was taken on tho subject. The Senato Committee have
decided In favor of admitting the Arkansas Senators, and
will so report at an curly day. Bills for the relief of
Paymaster Brigbam, of the army, and to extend the
time for the completion of certain railroads In Michigan,
were passed. In Committee of the Whole the conside¬
ration of the bill amendatory of the Internal Revenuo
act was resumed. Mr. Boutwoll's amendment to
levy a tax of one-half of one per cent on
all sales of merchandise was debated, and
adopted by a vote of fifty-eight to fifty-six.
The proposition to tax the issues of Mate banks so high
as to force th«m out of circulation was rejected ; but an

amendment, that every national banking association and
State bank or State bunking association pay a tax of ten
per centum on the amount of any Stale notes paid out by
them after tho 1st of January, 1HB6, was agroed to by a

majority of two. A new soction, In effect taxing all
speculative transactions in gold twenty per cent, was
offered by Mr. Stevens, and adopted by a vote of fifty-one
to forty-three. It Is believed, however, that neither of
the three last mentioned amendments will pass tho
House. Several other propositions were acted on, when
the committoe rorte, the previous question was ordered
on concurring in the various amendments, and the
House adjourned.

THE LEGISLATUBE.
In the State Senate yesterday the bill providing for a

public parade ground in New York was adopted. Bills to
amond the charier of Brooklyn, for a public market in
New York, and to amend the act providing for the
widening of Fourth avenue, Brooklyn, were reported.
Bill* were Introduced relative to the National Guard ;
for a railroad in Broadway; relating to deposits in sav¬

ings banks; for a railroad in Christopher and other streets
In this city ; also the Harlem and Broadway Railroad,
were introduced.
In the Assembly bills were introduced to incorporate

the Now York and Brooklyn Floating Potroleum Com¬
pany; to improve Baltic street, Brooklyn; provid¬
ing for two additional surrogates for the city of New
York; for the regulation of the Fire Department of
this city; also for the cleaning of the streets of New
York and Brooklyn. Bills for the Incorporation of
various savings banks in this city and Brooklyn were

reported; also a bill In relation to the Marine
Court of the city of New York. Bills to Incor¬
porate the Spuyten Duyvel and New York Railroad;
for a railroad in Grand and other streets; for

a railroad in Christopher and other streets, uud for a

railroad In South, West and other streets in New York;
and making the office of Register of this city a salaried
office were noticed.
Both Houses ;of the Legislature have adjourned, ac¬

cording to resolution, until half-past seven o'clock on

Thursday evening, the 23d Instant.

MISCELLANEOUS HEWS.
Tbe Senatorial committee engaged in investigating our

elty affairs met at hair past ten o'clock yesterday fore¬
noon. Judge Edmonds and Mr. John McDonald, counsel
for tbe Citizens' Association of the Eighteenth ward, ap¬
peared before the committee, and submitted a paper
charging the Board of Supervisors with having involvod
the city In debt to the amount of two hundred and fifty
thousand dollars without authority of law. Supervisor
Tweed was present, and stated that be would be prepared
to meet theae charges on Monday, to which time the fur¬
ther consideration of this matter was adjourned. The
Committee will meet to-day to investigate the affairs of
tbe Comptroller's office, and will hold dally sessions until
their labors arc concluded.
The Aldermanlc Committee on Ordinances met yester¬

day to bear parties on the subject of storing petroleum in
the city. A number of parties Interested in the trade
spoke against the pannage of an ordlnanco to prevent the
storagu of petroleum, on the ground that it has become
an artlrle of such utility and commerce.

Trie trial of Bernard Friery for the homicide of Harry
Lazarus was brought to a close laxt night. Tbe thoory
of the defence was that Uie prisoner was so grossly In
toxicated a* to be unable to conoolvc a premediuit d design
to commit murder, and three wituesscn testified that

I rlory bad been very drunk for several days preceding
tbe o currence. After counsel for the prisoner and the

i people bad summed up Recorder Hoffman delivered his
charge. The case was submitted to the jury shortly

I before eleven, and after an absonco of tiftcen minute
i they returned with a verdict of guilty of murder In the

first degree. The prisoner did not appear to be affected
by the result.
The suit of the Count Joannes against Mr. Horace

Grrrley, for alleged libel in the New Tork Tribun', was

concluded in tbe Court of Common I'leas, before Judge
Daly, yesterday. Among the witnesses examined was

Professor Francis Lleber, whose testimony relatod to tbe
Count's right to his title of nobility. The Jury, after
deliberating about a quartor of an hour, rendered a ver¬

dict in favor of the defendant.

| The Surrogate yesterday decided In favor of tbe claim
of John Cryder for twenty-nine thousand dollars for ser¬

vices rendered to tbe late William 8. Wetmore In the
management of bis estate. Mr. Wetmore, who was con¬

nected with George Peabody, of London, In business,
leaves an estate of some throe millions of dollars. For

, some years before his death Mr. Cryder managed all his
it(fairs.
Colonel Baker returned from Washington yesterday,

and immediately commenced operations again wttb the
same vigor that characterised bis proceedings on his first
onslaught on the swindling bounty brokers and rascally
bounty Jumpers. Three or four brokers charged with
defrauding recruits out of their bounty were summoned
before the Colonel and In each case compelled to dis
gorge Mr. L. E. Chittenden, late Register of the Trea¬
sury, has boon appointed Judge advocate to try the
bounty Jumpers.
A respite has been granted in the case of the Lake

Brie rebel pirate Captait Beall, and he will not be
hanged on Governor's Island to-day, M was at first de¬
cided.
A man named John Moyer was yesterday committed

for examination on the charge of being an extensive
dealer in counterfeits on the government fifty cent notes.
It is said that when arrested he had about him aixty of
thos- bills and a counterfeit five dollar Treasury not*

Mary Ann Todd, keeper of an alleged disreputable
house In Greene street, died yesterday under oircum-
stnn os whitft induced suspicions that sho had been poi¬
soned but the facts of the caso cannot be fully ascer-

tn.iied until a chemical analysis of the stomach shall
have been marfV Owing to remarks made by deceased
Ju t previous to her death, a man named Joseph Clapman
was committed to await the result of the Coroner'! Inves¬
tigation
Four more of the cotton fleet have arrived la our

hari">rfn>m Savannah They will all discharge at the
government grounds at Quarantine, where large sheds
are Iwlng built to rece.ve the eetton.

A fire broke out about twelve o'clock last night In the
basement of No. 61 Liberty street, but was extinguished
before any,very great damage was done.
The body of a man, suppeeed from papers in his

puck* is to be that of Oeonce W. Beaver, of Pacific street

Brooklyn, wm fooad roster** la tka water at tha too*
of Broad street.
In IIm lover branch of tka Legtrtaiure of Minnesota

the proposition to strike oat tha word «whlla" from the
constitution aa a qualification far voting waa carried on
the 7 tli Inst, by a vote of thirty-one yeae to eight nuys.
The majority of the Judiciary Committee of the Ken¬

tucky Senate have made a report recommending the re¬

jection of the constitutional amendment to abolish
slavery.
The steamship City of London, Captain Petrie, of the

Inman line, will sad to-day at noon for Qawosiawu and
Liverpool, taking the mails for the United Kingdom and
the Continent, whtoh will oloae at tha Poet Otflce at half-
past ten A. M.
EUven buildings were burned at St. Anthoay, Minn.,

on the morning of the 10th lnal, by which property to
the amount of twenty thousand dollars was destroyed.

A collision oocurred between two freight trains on the
Philadelphia, Wilmington and Baltimore Railroad about
two o clook on Wedneeday morning last. Both locomo¬
tives, tenders and aeveral of the can upon each train
were completely smashed. Flour, applea and produce of
all kinds were scattered in every direction. The regular
through pasaenger train from New Tork, due at Waah-
tngton at all o'olock in the morning, waa delayed aix
hours by the accident.
The Jameson sawmills, at Upper Stillwater, Me., were

destroyed by fire on Thursday night, Involving a loss of
two hundred and fifty thousand dollars.

Tfce resolution of tha Kings county Supervisors agree-
Ing to pay the Increased bountlea to volunteers has
effected nothing towards the resumption of recruiting in
Brooklyn, for the reason that these la no money with
which to pay tha recruits, tha capitalists of (he city de¬
clining to take the bonds authorised for this purpose. A
number of men who presented themaelvea yesterday for
enlistment before the provost marshals of the Second
and Third Congressional districts had consequently to be
refused.
Tho stock market was heavy yesterday. Governments

were steady. Gold was inactive, the closing quotation
being 293%.
Thore was rather more firmness and buoyancy in oom-

mercial circles yesterday than on Thursday; but there
was little inclination to oporate, and the markets were

generally callod dull, while prices were to a great extent
nominal. Cotton was the turn firmer. Petroleum was

quiet but firm, oxcept crude, which was nominal. On
'Change the flour market was moru active, aud an ad-
vauce of 10c. a 20c. was ostablishod. Wheat wo* quiet,
but firm. Corn and oatn ruled dull, but firm. Tlie pork
market was quite active, but lower. Beef was steady,
while lard was firmer. Freights woro quiet, whilo
whlskoy was steady.

Another Sherman Victory.Three Days'
Fighting.Branohvllle Captured.

Branchville was captured on the 8th instant

by Sherman's foroes, after three days' hard fight¬
ing. A courier from our army reached Smith-
ville on tho 12th, and communicated the news

of the victory to Admiral Porter. The Rich¬
mond papers to the 15th make no mention of
the battle, but report Branchville evacuated.
Tho rebel War Department probably pur-
posoly withheld the unwelccme intelligence of
the disaster from the public.

This success of General Sherman is of great
importance, and the rebels know it woll.
If Sherman takes Branchville, says tho Rich¬
mond Examiner, " be cuts our great railroad
artery, and General Lee will have to gather his
supplies from other quarters than the rich
storehouse of Southwestern Georgia and on

the same day on which this statement was

printed in Richmond the Sentinel of that city
the Davis organ announced that Branchville
had fallen into our hands, and that Sherman
was already seventeen miles north of it Thus
two more of the delusions imposed upon tho
Southern people are done with. They had
been told only the day bofore that Sherman
would find a "lion in bis path," and would be
met by Beauregard with the army that was

lately in front of Nashville, under Hood. But
the Sentinel declares that Beauregard and his

army were absent, and that it was impossible
to fight for the possession of the most import¬
ant point in South Carolina or even to attempt
it. The Examiner hinted some days ago at

otbor moans ot communication with Georgia
besides that by the " great railroad artery,"
and now it admits that there is no such other
communication at all, and that Georgia and
Richmond are hopelessly separated. Branch¬
ville is a central point between Columbia,
Augusta and Charleston. Columbia has proba¬
bly been captured ere this, rendering more

complote the destruction of the enemy's Ikies
of communication.
By the articles extracted from (be North

Carolina and South Carolina papers we see

what will he the probable effect on the politi¬
cal situation of Sherman's march through the
latter State. We see that it wfll develop a

more distinct and positive Union sentiment
than even his march through Georgia did. The

Raleigh Progress contrasts his army with the
Southern armies, and says it is not "a loose

mob, prowling on the country to oppress friend
as well aa toe," but is, on the contrary, "an

army of discipline, vigor, action." It aees

nothing to prevent the junction of Sherman
and Terry at Raleigh and their pormanent lodg¬
ment there. It thinks that the rebel Legisla¬
ture la in its last session, and that when Sher¬
man comes the legislators will run away; but
"the people will stay where they are," and
"make the best of it, as the people did in
Savannah." South Carolina goes even farther.
It is declared that the people of that State
"want the best peaoe they can get, and want it
now." Bven the Charleston Mercury believes
that a majority of the people ot South Carolina
"would jump a* peaoe, with reconstruction."

, Evidently the rebel rhodomontade la pretty
well run out, and the end is noar.

Tn Oram Cokiqce..We notice that a bill
has been introduced in our Legislature to incor¬
porate the Lyric Theatre Association. This we
presume to be the inauguration of the new Opera
Oomique for French operas and vaudevilles.
We have no doubt that this new theatre wilt
at once become most fashionable and succoss-

fal. While our present Academy of Music will
be reserved for the tragic op«>ras of the Italian
school, the Lyric Theatre will be devoted to the
light, sparkling and amusing performances of
the French sshool, so that the one need not
interfere with the other, and both will endeavor
to attraot and interest the public.
Too Latb.The rebel loaders at Richmond

with their scheme to arm tfeeir slave population.
They have laid it over for the present. They
have Information frqai .Sherman that It comos
too lata-

I TIM CoadMlmt m* the K«teopdlt-lMu
Reforms ImUjt iMded.

New York city b certainly destined to be the
emporium of the world, as it is now the me¬

tropolis ot this oountry. Sooner or later, unless
miraculous objections interpose, the State and
the national Capitols will be removed to this em*
porium. The Legislature has already appointed
a oommittee to reoeive proposals from the
various cities for the location of the capital of
the State, and everybody admits that no other
city can compete with New York, if our advan¬
tages be fairly presented and our authorities
are as liberal in their proposals as our citizens
wish them to be. Yet, in spite of all this, there
are at least two reforms which must be tho¬
roughly and promptly made before this me¬

tropolis can do itself justice.
Our streets are in a terrible condition. One

day we wade knee deep In mud, and the next
day we are calling for canoes instead ot cars,
and reflecting Upon the best means of trans¬
forming our omnibuses into gondolas. If a

cold snap comes the thoroughfares are filled
with hills and mountains of ice, over which
vehicles tumble and toss at a snail's face, like
the baggage wagons of Napoleon crossing the
Alps. Not even the crosswalks are cleared of
ice, and in sloppy weather we have to pay toll
to ragged little boys and girls if we wish to
cross the streets dryshod. These nuisances
can be easily reformed. If private citizens can

olean their sidewalks, certainly the Corporation
can clear the crosswalks. As for the carriage
ways, they ought to be cleaned in all weathers.
There is no more sense in leaving the ice and
snow for rains to wash away than there is in
leaving the mud for the winds and sun to dry
up. There is no want of money; but there is a
great lack of executive ability. The citizens
pay their high taxes, and would pay them
willingly if they saw the city kept
neat and clean. Other cities are so kept,
without half of our natural facilities and at less
than our annual expenditures. Why should
New York be so far behind the age ?
The second reform to which we direct atten¬

tion is the sewerage. The sewers below
ground, liko the streets above ground, are in

a horriblo moss. They are not graded properly,
or they are in some way obstructed, and the
result is that they breed diseaso and render
certain districts almost uninhabitable. The

H u raij) office has long suffered from this sewer¬

age nuisance, and we have spent much time
and money in vain attempts to abate it. The
evil ia where we cannot get at it, and where
the proper authorities ought to get at it and
correct it This offence is rank; it smells to
heaven; and tho offence of our dirty streets Is
equally within the cognizance of evory citizen. It
is a ahame and a disgrace that these matters are

not immediately reformed. We do not care at this
time to attempt to fasten the responsibility
upon any official or any department, nor do we

believe in investigating committees as a remedy
for the nuisances of which we complain. We
simply Btate the broad, glaring apparent facts
that our streots are now very dirty, when they
ought to be clean, and that our sewers now

conduce to disease, when they ought to conduce
to health. If these statements are not regarded,

i and these nuisances continue to disgrace the
city, we shall see if somebody or some board
cannot be held to account for such delinquen¬
cies. Like the farmer in the children's story,
we first employ good words; then, If they tall,
we try tho virtue of sticks and stones-

Old Abb on tbb Font Arts."Waiting
fob tbb Hour."."Last summer," says that
ancient radical abolitionist, William Lloyd
Garrison, in his Liberator of the 17th in¬
stant, "after the publio exhibition in this
city (Boston) of Mr. W. T. Carlton's very
meritorious painting, entitled 'Watch Meet¬
ing, December 31, 1862; or, Waiting for
the Hour'.the hour of emancipation under
the President's proclamation of January 1,
1863.it was thought eminently fitting that
it should be purchased by subscription and
presented to President Lincoln as a mark of
personal respect and warm appreciation of bis
act, whereby more than three millions of fetters
were broken, and a death-dealing blow was

virtually given to the entire system of chattel
slavery. The list of subscribers was beaded
by Governor Andrew, and composed of some

of our most respected citizens.the sum raised
amounting to five hundrod dollars. The paint¬
ing was duly forwarded to Washington," with
an accompanying letter and this is the Presi¬
dent's reply:.

, KlUTTin M I
W*«nmrrn»K, Keb. 7. 1H6.V |

Mt Dkar Mp. OjimRiw)*.I have your klndi letter of
the 21st of January, and can only l>eg that you will par¬
don the HcoraltiB neglect oooaMonad by my constant en-

gagcmentfi. When I received the xpiritod nnd ailmlrahlo
painting, "Waiting for the Hour," 1 directed my Mere-
tarv not to acknowledge ita arrival at once, preferring to
make my jiernonal acknowledgment of the thoughtful
kindm-ns of the donors; and waiting for Homo leisure
hour, 1 have committed the dlwourtasy of not replying
at all.

I lio|>e yon will believe that tny thank*, though late,
are most cordial, and I requeat that you will convey Ihem
to thone aiwoci.ited with you in this Oattming and gone-
rous gift.

I am, very truly, your friend and servant,
Wm. Llotd Garrimok, E+q. A. LINCOLN.

A handsome acknowledgment, and embodying
a neat little joke withal. Old Abe was so well
pleased with this picture of "Waiting for the
Hour," that in "waiting for some leisure hour"
to do justice to the subject, he came very near

forgetting it entirely. He describes his present
as "a spirited and admirable painting," which
is, perhap3, all that the artist could desire; but,
as a critic on the art, we are sorry that Old
Abe did not enter into some specifications of
the peculiar merits of the work.a few little
masterly touches, for Instance, like those in
his famous letter to that veteran of the drama,
Mr. Hackett, on the merits of Shakspere.

"Waiting for the Hour," moreover, is a
rich subject; one upon which the President
might have extended his remarks profita¬
bly for the public benefit to half a

column. In touching upon a few of his many
anxious days and nights experienced in "wait¬
ing for the hour" of some great event or the
news thereof. He might have said that a first
rate pioture of waiting for the hour, if rendered
fkithfally, would be one representing old Grand¬
father Wolles fast asleep, or Jeff. Davis in
Richmond sitting aiuffled up with his trunks
around him, "waiting for the wagon." We are

certainly disappointed that in this aforesaid
letter Old Abe did not suggest that "waiting
for the hour" of the emancipation proclamation
was like waiting for "the Pope's bull against the
comet."

" MosBiwm Tonson Comb Aoain.".The rebel
General Price, roported by \he Richmond jour¬
nals wime time ago aa dead and buried in
Arkansas, il is aow said, " still lives," and has
ioft Arkansas on a mlmion to Mexico for Kirby
Smith. Some say it lirih col ton mission, in which
Price acts as the wront of Smith; others suo->

poM that "the old man" ha gom to hunt up
Dr. Gwin, in view of a groat Southern seoeah
emigration to Sonora. In either event we gneaa
that Prioe baa " gone to stay," and that Klrby
Smith and his posse before long will bring up
the rear on the same line of travel.

The Reb«l Plaaacei-The Collapse of th*
OoBftderaejr,

Already the simple want of money.the
mere foot that there is no money in the coun¬

try.has had a very great influence in breaking
down the rebellion. The failure to pay the few
soldiers that the confederacy had left after
Sherman's successes in Alabama has done more
to break up the Southern armies since then
than we have done. It has doubtless caused a

large share of those desertions that Lee now

promises to forgive if the soldiers will only re¬

turn to duty. He promises to forgive, but be
does not even yet promise to pay. One of the
rebel papers laments the want of patriotism
which it sees in the foot that people in the

confederacy never call the rebel money by
any other name than "trash." Its worthless-
ness is recognised in more practical and worse

ways than that, and is so positive that the peo¬
ple would apparently as lieve be without it aa

to have it It is not recognized as money, and
the Indisposition to take it has paralyzed all
trade and industry in the South.
But bad as all that has been, the Southern

leaders now propose to make it worse. They
propose at once to throw aside all the flimsy
pretext of a national credit represented by pieces
of paper, and to d clare a forcod loan of every¬
thing in the Southern States. They indicate a

disposition to give up their disguises, and to

appear boldly in their real characters as the
plunderers of a people by a gigantic applica¬
tion of the doctrine that property is robbery.
They have no money, but thevcan make plenty.
But suppose they make it? People to-day re¬

quire two hundred dollars In paper for the
specie value of one dollar; to-morrow they will

require throe hundred; the next day four,
and so on. And now the leaders say this is a
farce. What is the use of all this bother of

buying paper, and printing, and all that? Let
us come out openly, and take what we want at

once, since we have the power. Such is their
proposition, as put forth in the Richmond
Enquirer, to seize all "cotton, tobacco, meat,
forage and negroes".to kill the goose that
laid the golden egg. And not satisfied with
that, they propose that (hen all the rebel bonds
should "be taken likewise." There is infinitely
little value in rebel bonds as they are, and
these leaders propose to legislate even that
little out of oxistence.

Aside from all military success or failure,
this proposition is the collapse of the rebellion.
It is an acknowledgment of the repudiation of
the rebel cause by the Southern people; a

declaration that those people have no faith in
the cause and no hope from it, and wHl not sup¬
port it nor give it the means of subsistence,
except under the same compulsion that would
induce them to give to the highwayman. It is

a declaration ofwar made by the rebel leaders
against the Southern people and their property,
and a claim that governments are not made for
the people, but the people for the government
The condition that it indicates assures us that
the end ofthe struggle is near, and the effect it
will have upon cultivation must prove the last
ounce to the dreadftally overladen rebel cause.

General Lee's Appeal to the Deserters..
The rebel General Lee baa issued an order to
his army, calling baok the stray sheep to the
fold, and promising pardon to all deserters who
return to their commands within sixty days.
On three previous occasions Jeff. Davis issued

a manifesto of a similar character, but appar¬
ently without any effeot; for, so far from the
stragglers availing themselves of the proffered
clemency, Davis was compelled to admit, in
one of his remarkable speeches In Georgia,
that two-thirds of the rebel army were absent
without leave.that is to say, deserters. No
sooner does General Lee obtain supreme com¬

mand than be insinuates the same fact. If that
was true which Davis asserted then.and we

cangot doubt its authority.it is far more so

now, because we know that deserters arc com¬

ing into our lines at all quarters in vast num¬

bers. They are arriving at General Grant's
lines by hundreds every day. Each steamer
arriving from City Point brings numbers of
them to Wnshington eager to take the oath of
allegiance. In the Shenandoah valley they are

flocking into Sheridan's lines; while in Georgia
and the two Carolinas the spread of "loyalty"
is immense ; it has, in fact, become contagious
since the transit of Sherman through those
States.
General Lee evidently feels the effect of de¬

sertion most materially in his own thinned
ranks. lie does not appear to know how his
own army stands ; for he complains that its
efficiency and discipline is greatly impaired "by
men leaving their proper commands to join
others in which they find service more agree¬
able," thus showing the utter demoralization
which exists in his army. Perhaps it may be
found that the more agreeable service is that of
the United states. It is evident from this order
of General Lee's, and the previous manifestoes
of Jeff. Davis, that the rebel armies are melting
away, and with them all chances of the "con¬

federacy." Even if the hopeless financial con¬

dition of the South, the absence of money, of
war maUriel, the effectual shutting ont of
blockade runners, with supplies fr«cn abroad
which cannot be procured at home, do not

speedily cause a collapse in Rebeldom, General
Lee may soon And himself without an army
to enter upon "the campaign about to open,"
of which he speaks in his late- order.

DlifraacklMmtat of OrMrirn.
**ivav*u, Me., Fek 17, 1MB.

The Maine Room of Representatives have panned a

resolution providing for an amendment of tin* oonstltu-
11od of thin stat* diifrauchlaing deaertem and absentees
from military draft*

Th* CaN of the MS. Albas* Raliltn.
Mntmuuu l>b. 10, 1MB.

The eounsel for the proseeutlon atatad to day that mora
witnesses ware expected ; but that he would not delay the

case, an ha considered tbwt the crime of robbery wiia fully
proved aginst Thurr an<i Tranloe, aad quoted authorities
to show that alt the ptheoners wi*» equally guilty. He
contended that the peMPcutlnn was entitled to a warrant

for the extradition ef the prisoner*. He Inteaded to

await the armament ef the diftm on Monday, and It
would be the privilege of the prosecutor for the Crown to

reply to the deleoce.
The ooatiMt tar the defenoe denied that the prosecutor

for the Grown had any right to sum up the cam, aa th»
real prosMuloTwaK the United Stat a

The Judge considered that the Crown had the right to

reply, aad that whatever the oouneel for the derencc had
to any, the Covrt would hear him.
The Judge wished for some delay so as to have a little

Umo for reflet tion
Tha caiue was then adioumrd aniii Mo»dv

RICHMOND.
Exchange of Prisoners of

War.

She reeling of the Soldiers in Xsee'e
Army,

lMt| to*

Mr. B. OMwallftdWi D«»p»tek.
Cjtt PoutT. Feb 18. MS.

Brigadier General Collla, for some Um» put preaideel
of tbe court martial convened at this place, has beta

appointed post commandant, but baa not fairly enteral
on tba (Uncharge of hie duties jet No reaaon baa la»

pirod for tbe change, nor haa hia successor beau nwK
for president of the court that I am aware of.

rmaoHBBS sxcbanubd.

The George Leary passed down tba Jamas rlrer yes¬
terday, loaded with exchanged Union aoldiars boon*
for Annapolis. Tba New York will probably follow
to day. Lieutenant Colonel Mulford will remain aft
Aiken's Landing to bring up bis offloa work an*
confer further With Mr. Ould ooniernlag tba detada
of tha general exchange decided upon. The MB
received this time are in fair average health, aad
bear no marks of the rigorous and Inhuman trnstiaeal
such as characterised boat loada of formarty released
sufferers.

Dum OF MAJOR KPOCLSS, MTIinm
Tbe friends of Major Rugglee, a paymaster from fee

State of New York, will mourn to learn that he died ea
February 0.I think at Danville. His exchange wsa
agreed upon and arranged for. Bad he lived twe
weeks longor he would have been restored to home and
freedom.

Mr. William H. Mtrriam'i Deapateh.
Headqoartsrs, Department or Virginia, )

Army or thb Jambs. Fab. 16.A. It J
rr.nusa and ssntimknts or un's army.

For several days since tbe reeulta of the late abortive
pe.ico negotiations have cofne to be known In Laa'a
army, and the effect upon the rebel soldiery ascertained,

I have been on attentive listener at the office of Colonel
Manning, Provost Marshal General of tho Army of tha
James, to tbe views, wishes and opinions of the very
large numbor of doserters coming duily within our line*
elicited and reduced to writing as they pass on down
to Bermuda Hundred, und thence to their new homea
In the North. Tbe class of soldiers now deserting tha
rebel cans" In scores every day is far bettor, physically
and intellectually, than any I have ever before Been.

They all tell the name doleful story of discourage¬
ment and disgust at being compelled to look forward te
another and utterly hopeless campaign, wherein their
lives will be sacrided without stint, there being not tha
slightest hope of achieving Southern Independence er

anything else save doath. Tbe assurance la given by
these men, without exception, that the armies oftho con¬

federacy arc animated by this feeling, and that the man
will not light any longer. One of these deserters aaM
yesterday that be did not believe there woro twelve bay*-
nets in hia regiment, all having been purposely tbffawa
away in battle to avoid being sent into charges.

TIIR DliiKRTlON
southwards and homewards of both officers and maa la
represented as truly alarming. In ono instance recently
nino rebel officers loft for their Southern homes, sevea of
whom it was alleged by a rebel lieutonant, who deserted
yesterday to our lines, would never return to duty.
The much vaunted meetings of the regiments, Whoa*

proceedings are so ostentatiously paraded in tbe rehd
newspapers, are in no respect truthful expressions of tha
feelings of the soldiery, if the statements of the constant
Influx of deserters may be relied upon For Instance, la
the Fifteenth Virginia command, numbering leaa tbaa
two hundred and fifty men, five men really voted resole
tions looking to a continuance of tbe war. The rest were
known by their brothers in the ranks to be not only for

feace, but for an immediate laying down of their arma.
n tbe Seventeenth Virginia regiment an official ordor waa

actually issued directing ono of tho companlea to paaa
war resolutions. These facts show for tbemselvea tha
true state of feeling in the rebel ranks. Tbe concluaioa

Is irresistible that the rebellion literally approachea lla
olose, and a few months more, at longest, wiU wltneaa lla
termination forever. .

TBS OBSTRUCTIONS Ql TH« JAMES RTVS*.
It has boen discovered that, previous to tha lata at¬

tempt of the rebel rams to come down the James, tha
obstructions bad been several times sounded by rebel
pilots, and twice since the great scare. It would appear
from this that a necessity exists for tho more thorough
picketing of tha James river in that vicinity. Threa
night attompts have been made by tbe rebels to saaara
tbe pilot boat lost by them near the obstructions some
time since.

THB RRBSL RAM TOtOIXlA.
This monstrous rebel craft suffered moat severely la

the recent attempted dcscent of tbe James.next to the
Drewry, which was totally blown up. The Virginia waa
Injured severely by one of our Monitors, a shot com¬
pute!jr smashing in one of ber batteriea. Qamswaore
Mitchell Is In command of tha rebel fleet. II Is thought
he will soon be succeeded by Semmea, who la to be
created a rebel admiral. I should have stated that the
Virginia is said to be the most formidable oiaft that the
rebels now have afloat. She is plated eight Inehsa for¬
ward and six aft.

¦xcbawos or raisoNsa*.
Yesterday Colonel Mulford, United States agent for the

exchange of prisoners, effected an exchange of upwarda
of eleven hundred, and to-day will exchange eight hun¬
dred more. This Indefatigable officer will now make
short work of all this buainesa

srutJKoy scoklict cm kf xroioal mascTom.
Surgeon George Sockley ban been aanounoed aa Medi¬

cal Director of i he Department of Virginia, In place of
Surgeon Charles MoCormick, relieved by orders (Tom the
War Department.

The Press Despatch.
WA«niNOTOi», Feb. IT, ISM.

Information from the Array of the Potomac states thai
the dospatch of the 10th Inst., announcing the axecuttsa
of James L. Hicks, was a mistake, an bia sentenca wai

suspended by the President until further orders.
All Is quiet In the Army of the Potomao.
Occasional artillery duols, however, take place betwaaa

the batteries near the Appomattox.
Deserters from the rebel army have been quite nume¬

rous for some time past, no less than Iwentyfive coming
within our lines on Wednesday morning- Tbey preaeat
their usual dirty, ragged and hungry appearance. Their
flrft q tustlon almost always la, ''Where can we gel
rations?"

A severo storm commenced on Tuesday night, wbtofe
threatened to coutlnuc some time.

Generals Humphrey* and Wilcox hare left on short
leaves of abtcnce to come North.

Itauar Opera..The Academy was Blled last night wttk
an audience as large In numbers and as fashionable la
appearance as we hare seen there this season. The
attraction wua the first production In some yean e<
Brnani. The opera was admirably performed, and waa

received with very marked evidence of approbatloa.
Zucchl, who waa most cordially received after her receat
indisposition, sang and acted the rdle of llrlra with that

fidelity and dramatic force which render her interpreta¬
tions of such parts delightful The Krnani of Maccaferrl

.received a very cordial acknowledgment of approval.
The cast Included Businl and Bellini, tbe latter rendering
Carlo Quinto to the evident satisfaction of the audlenc*.
The grand finale in the third act was enthusiastically
mcorrd and all the artists were called before the cartala
at (he close of each act. From the meaner in which thla
opera was produced and received last night It map
become necessary Tor Mr. Maretask to repeat It
during tbe coming week, 1/ it does not
materially interfere with his programme, wblcb
Includes />m Sr'»'titan on Monday, for the last time.
produced on (live occasion, wo believe, b.v sp*<lal request.
On Tuesday Mart),a Is announced. Verdi's grand opera
of Iai Fna <trl Dntinn was to be ftPren on an early night
nextw*'k; bat as the recent Indisposition of Madam*
7,11 chi. and the frequent occupation of the Academy fhr
balls of late have somewhat retarded the rehearsals, wa

hardly think It can possibly be produced before Friday.
The production of this opera, which is really the beet of
all Verdi's works, requires cooaiderabls labor anytime;
and as Mr Mnrclzek Is resolvtd to pnt It upon tits stag*
in an unexceptionable maniwt, tt is probable tbak Friday
will be tJje earliest time at sihtch we may expect It. At
the m*tynr to dav tuna 4t l<amm*rmoor will be glvsa,
with Mr* Jennv Van Zandtand Mnsslmlllanl, tbe Indlapo-
sliloa of MIhs Itellogg preventing her from apf>«artn« In
Fra lhavo'o, as announced.

Wi-rraa Oiaims.A (Ltaurr MATtxt*.TVday them

will be a mariner performance of Hamlet at this theatre,
given principally Ibr the accommodation «f suburbaa
residents who canibt attend the play It night. The per¬
formance will be tine mime in all respects as the regular
evening perforta««ee, Including the whole strength of

the admirable cast. Tb« rs will be also, no doubt, tha

same brilliant assemblage of City laities that has mada

the opers nvtlinc t so pleasant a feature in metropolitan
life The doors will opon at one P. M and the perform¬
ance will begin at half past one. As It is Impossible that

any man could play a part like Hamlet twice in the tame

day, them will, of course, be no performance at night

TrisriiKnts TnoMA*' Hvwwiowis Potasx. -The third sytn.

phonfe .*r,> of Theodore Thomas takes place this even-

Ing at Irving Hall The announcement, we presume, la

sumcient to secure s large audience, the excollonce of

these entertainments being already fully known and ap¬

preciated Miss Adelaide Pbllllpps and Mr. 8. B. Mills

are the aoloiaia. The selections are from the beat worka

of eminent German composers. Including Beethoven,
Gluck, Rpohr and Ha# The bousa will undoubtedly. «a

heretofore b« crowded this avee.n».


